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6th GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 6 (Required) 
The Williamston Middle School English Language Arts program is based on the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), which emphasize the types of literacy needed for college and/or career readiness. 
With these standards, the middle school grades are no longer separated by genre studies.  The learning 
strands across grades 6-8 are much the same, but the depth to which students are expected to apply 
various skills grows each year.  Students will read a variety of narrative and expository texts and apply 
comprehension and fluency strategies.  Through a variety of writing experiences, students will expand 
their knowledge of writing for different purposes, with appropriate elaboration and logical 
organization. In addition, students will strengthen their use of language, vocabulary, and conventions. 
Students will also have ongoing opportunities to demonstrate their listening and speaking skills.  The 
incorporation of technology into all strands will also be emphasized.   For a more specific detailing of 
the grade level standards, visit http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/. 
 
LITERACY LAB: FLUENCY, COMPREHENSION, and WRITING (Tier 2) This class meets daily for one 
period. It is provided in addition to the student’s core ELA class, although it serves to support the core 
class. It takes the place of an elective class. All literacy labs are taught by highly qualified ELA teachers 
on the middle school staff. This class is designed to support students with fluency building, 
comprehension, and writing skills through explicit instruction in effective reading and writing 
strategies. Students are progress monitored on one or more of their goals.  

MATH 6  (Required) 
MATH 6 (Required) 
This course is aligned to the Common Core State Standards for 6th Grade and is designed to prepare 
students for Math 7. Topics of study include Ratios and Proportions, Number System, Expressions and 
Equations, Geometry, and Data & Statistics. Students are expected to learn a lesson every 2-3 days 
followed by daily practice work. Online access and support is available and encouraged.  Scientific 
calculators (TI-30 XIIS or higher) are strongly recommended. 
 
MATH LAB 6 (Tier 2) meets daily for one class period. It is provided in addition to the student’s core 
math class. It takes the place of an elective class. All math labs are taught by highly qualified math 
teachers on the middle school staff. Students are provided with extended time and support with core 
math instruction. The structure of the lab includes pre-teaching, explicit instruction, guided practice 
with corrective feedback, frequent review, math fluency practice daily, and ongoing progress 
monitoring. 

SCIENCE 6 (Required)  
6th grade science utilizes a middle school science curriculum called IQWST (pronounced eye-quest), 
which stands for Investigating and Questioning our World through Science and Technology, and is 
strongly aligned to the Michigan Science Standards (MSS). The curriculum is based on the very latest 
research on how students learn, specifically how students learn science in particular. We know our 
students are going to be engaged in science and will learn a great deal, but the curriculum may not 
look like what you (or your child) expects. Instead of reading about science and doing experiments 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/


from time to time, students will be engaging in many more hand-on activities in class, in which they are 
handling science materials and are experiencing phenomena first-hand. In every lesson, they will be 
reading, writing, talking, and doing SCIENCE! Discussion, modeling, and writing claims substantiated by 
evidence, are central to this type of learning. Students will work individually, in pairs, in teams, and as a 
whole class to “make sense” of HOW things happen in the world around them as well as WHY things 
happen the way they do.  
 
Units of study include “Can I Believe My Eyes?” “How Can I Smell Things From A Distance?” “Where 
Have All The Creatures Gone?” and “How Does Water Shape Our World?” 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 6:  ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS (Required) 
This course provides an introductory look at ancient history with a focus on early civilizations.  Students 
will investigate cultures located in different regions of the world and study how these cultures helped 
lead to the development of modern civilization.  The social studies curriculum is aligned with State 
standards which are outlined in the Michigan Department of Education’s, K-8 Social Studies Grade 
Level Content Expectations (GLCE).  
 
BAND 6 (Full Year) 
Students work with like instruments in the beginning of the year to develop the fundamentals of 
playing an instrument.  As the year progresses, the emphasis shifts to the performance of full band 
music with the entire ensemble.  Performances consist of one parade (Memorial Day), four concerts, 
and a recital night. 6th grade band is divided into two sections, brass and woodwinds. 
 
ART 6 - An Introduction (Semester) 
This engaging Art class is created to accommodate all skill and interest levels while building confidence 
and understanding of the Visual Arts.  Students will produce two-dimensional (drawings and paintings 
in tempera/ watercolor) and three-dimensional works (sculpture or ceramics) while exploring the 
Elements of Design (Line, Shape, Form, Value, Color, Space, and Texture). Class discussions will give 
students a chance to think critically and write about and discuss works of Art from different time 
periods and cultures from all around the globe. Get ready to explore, have fun, and get a little messy in 
Art 6! 
 
INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH AND CULTURES  6/7 (Semester) 
Students will take part in project-based learning to discover and participate in the Spanish-speaking 
world. Throughout the semester, we will focus on the geography and history of Spanish-speaking areas 
in the world; popular culture such as sports, television, films, and celebrities; artists and traditional art 
styles, food and traditions, and music and dance. Students will also acquire beginning language skills 
through music, videos, readings, and class discussions that will prepare them for being participants in a 
newly-opened world!  
 
 
MUSIC 6 (Semester) 
Students will be introduced to different genres of music from multiple time periods and cultures.  They 
will develop fundamental singing technique, as well as drumming and ukulele techniques.  Students 
will also acquire music literacy and ear-training skills, including the ability to sing harmony parts. 
Performances include two concerts. 
 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH 6 (Semester)  
Physical education classes will provide knowledge and skills that will encourage students to be active 
and enable them to lead healthy lifestyles.  The combination of motor skills, fitness, cognitive concepts 
and personal-social character traits in regard to physical activity can help lead students to a lifetime of 
physical activity and fitness.   Health class will provide knowledge to students in the following areas: 
Physical Activity and Nutrition, Personal Health Awareness, Mental and Emotional Health, Growth and 
Development, Drug Use Prevention, Diseases and Disorders, Reproductive Health (Parent/Guardian 
permission required to participate), Injury Prevention and Environmental Health. 
 
 
PROBLEM SOLVING 6 (Semester) 
This course introduces students to problem solving techniques and helps them apply the tools of 
critical reading and writing, analytical thinking, and mathematics to help solve problems in practical 
applications.   Student evaluation will be based on participation and completion of class assignments. 
Students will be given participation points each day, which will be used as the evaluation tool. Students 
will have in-class assignments and projects for this course.  The school grading scale will be used to 
determine student grades. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 6 (Semester) 
Technology is a cornerstone of our daily lives, we have access to information and resources people 
only dreamed of not too long ago, but most don't know what to do with this. In this course students 
will learn about the ever expanding world of computers while jumping in and practicing becoming a 
21st century learner and creator.  Students will learn about internet safety and the basics, such as 
Microsoft Word, Excell, and PowerPoint as well as their google counterparts. This will give them a 
mastery of their basics before applying them into more amazing experiences like learning the language 
of code, HTML, and even 3D printing!  
 

7th GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 
 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 7 (Required) 
The Williamston Middle School English Language Arts program is based on the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), which emphasize critical-thinking, problem-solving, and analytical skills that are 
required for success in college, career, and life. With these standards, the learning strands spanning 
grades 6-8 are much the same, but the depth to which students are expected to apply various skills 
grows each year. Students read a variety of narrative and expository texts and apply comprehension 
and fluency strategies. Through a variety of writing experiences, students will expand their knowledge 
of writing for different purposes, with appropriate elaboration and logical organization. In addition, 
students will strengthen their use of language, vocabulary, and conventions. Students engage in 
ongoing opportunities to demonstrate listening and speaking skills, and the incorporation of 
technology into all strands is emphasized. For a more specific detailing of the grade level standards, 
visit http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/. 
 
LITERACY LAB: FLUENCY, COMPREHENSION, and WRITING (Tier 2) meets daily for one class period. It 
is provided in addition to the student’s core ELA class, although it serves to support the core class. It 
takes the place of an elective class. All literacy labs are taught by highly qualified ELA teachers on the 
middle school staff. This class is designed to support students with fluency building, comprehension, 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/


and writing skills through explicit instruction in effective reading and writing strategies. Students are 
progress monitored on one or more of their goals.  

MATH 7 (Required) 
This course is aligned to the Common Core State Standards for 7th Grade and is designed to prepare 
students for Math 8. The students will continue developing their skills in the following areas: the use of 
variables to solve equations, ratios and proportions, geometric concepts, probability and statistics, and 
the further study of general math concepts. Students are to expect one lesson every 1-2 days 
accompanied by daily practice work. Scientific calculators (TI-30 XIIS or higher) are required. 
 
 
ACCELERATED MATH 7/8 
This accelerated math 7/8 course is only open to students who were recommended for the course at 
the end of 6th grade. Multiple sources of math data are used to make this recommendation. Such data 
sources include: universal math screeners, 6th grade math grades, end of year math test to show 
proficiency of 6th grade standards, work habits, and homework completion. This course is meant to 
cover the Common Core State Standards for 7th & 8th grade in one year. Students are to expect one 
lesson per day accompanied by daily practice work. This will be a fast paced rigorous course! Scientific 
calculators (TI-30 XIIS or higher) are required. 
 
MATH LAB 7: (Tier 2) meets daily for one class period. It is provided in addition to the student’s core 
math class. It takes the place of an elective class. All math labs are taught by highly qualified math 
teachers on the middle school staff. Students are provided with extended time and support with core 
math instruction. The structure of the lab includes pre-teaching, explicit instruction, guided practice 
with corrective feedback, frequent review, math fluency practice daily, and ongoing progress 
monitoring. 

SCIENCE 7 (Required) 
7th Grade Science utilizes a middle school science curriculum called IQWST (pronounced eye-quest), 
which stands for Investigating and Questioning our World through Science and Technology that is 
strongly aligned to the Michigan Science Standards (MSS). The curriculum is based on the very latest 
research on how people learn, and how students learn science in particular. We know our students are 
going to be engaged in science and will learn a great deal, but the curriculum may not look like what 
you (or your child) expects. Instead of reading about science and doing experiments from time to time, 
students will be engaging in many more hand-on activities in class, in which they are handling science 
materials and are experiencing phenomena first-hand. In every lesson, they will be reading about, 
writing about, talking about, and doing science. Discussion is central to this type of learning. Students 
will work individually, in pairs, in teams, and as a whole class to “make sense” of how things happen in 
the world around them or why things happen the way they do.  
 
Units of study include:  “How Can I Make New Stuff Out of Old Stuff?” “Why Do Some Things Stop and 
Others Keep Going?” “What Makes the Weather Change?” and “What Is Happening Inside of Me?” 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 7: WORLD GEOGRAPHY (Required) 
This course will introduce students to geographic skills and content established within the Social 
Studies Grade Level Content Expectations for Seventh Grade.  The basic design includes the application 
and evaluation of the five themes of geography and the investigation of essential physical geographic 
principles taught with connection to contemporary global issues.  Students will be assessed on their 



ability to apply these skills to increasingly challenging case studies of world geography, history, civics 
and economics.  Current events will also be followed and integrated, when appropriate, into the 
curriculum.  The goal of the course is to familiarize students with the fascinating, yet complex aspects 
of the world in which they live.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
BAND 7 (Full Year) 
Students focus on the fundamentals of playing an instrument and combine these skills and build 
teamwork as an ensemble.   The students perform five concerts, including a district festival 
performance and one parade (Memorial Day).  Individuals have the opportunity to participate in solo 
and ensemble festival and honors bands, during the year. 
 
CHOIR 7/8 (Full Year) 
In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of singing technique,  with an emphasis on basic 
musical literacy and ear-training skills. The students present four regular concerts per year, and 
participate in choral festival.  They also perform in the MS musical.  This choir performs a wide 
spectrum of music including: classical repertoire, folk songs, spirituals, and popular music.  Students 
learn teamwork and cooperation by working together for common goals through music.  
 
ART 7/8: (Semester) 
In this class students will further explore the world of art, its connection to their everyday lives, and 
what it has to offer!  Students will learn about various forms of art,  artists and their historical 
significance, and much more in this project- based class. Projects will cover a wide range of topics and 
mediums, like painting, drawing, printmaking, clay, papier mache’, and more. Along with that, students 
will build up their skill and knowledge base in working with these mediums as well as discussing and 
describing their ideas.  So get ready to get a little messy and make some amazing projects! 
 
DESIGN & MODELING 7/8 (Semester)  
This course is focused around the design process engineers use in daily activities and its connection to 
art, math, and science.  Students will research how technology and engineering has changed over time 
and the direction it is headed towards in the future.  Students will learn basic engineering sketching 
techniques that they will apply to basic hand drawn designs.  Students will then, for a majority of the 
course, apply the sketching techniques and design process to complete 3-Dimensional models of 
different designs, working their way towards finally designing a fully functional circus like arcade game 
and participate in a school wide Williamston Middle School Hornet Arcade. 
 
DRAMA 7/8: (Semester) 
In this class students will be introduced to the basics of acting, script reading and writing, and many 
other beginning aspects of DRAMA!  Along with learning about the “how to’s” students will also learn 
about famous dramatic writers and actors from history, learning about how they helped shape the 
modern dramatic arts as they are today.  Students will end up gaining experience in presenting, 
describing and continuing themes and ideas surrounding drama, and even work their way to writing, 
acting, filming, and editing their own short film. 



INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH AND CULTURES  6/7 (Semester) 
Students will take part in project-based learning to discover and participate in the Spanish-speaking 
world. Throughout the semester, we will focus on the geography and history of Spanish-speaking areas 
in the world; popular culture such as sports, television, films, and celebrities; artists and traditional art 
styles, food and traditions, and music and dance. Students will also acquire beginning language skills 
through music, videos, readings, and class discussions that will prepare them for being participants in a 
newly-opened world!  
 
 
MEDICAL DETECTIVES 7/8 (Semester) 
Medical Detectives (MD) explores the biomedical sciences through hands-on projects and labs that 
require students to solve a variety of medical mysteries. Students investigate medical careers, vital 
signs, diagnosis and treatment of diseases, as well as human body systems, such as the nervous 
system. Genetic testing for hereditary diseases and DNA crime scene analysis put the students in the 
place of real- life medical detectives. Other facets of forensic science may also be used to enrich 
student learning. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/TEAM SPORTS 7/8 (Semester) 
Students will learn the rules, scoring, and skills needed for participating and understanding team 
sports.  The class will also include general physical conditioning and body awareness through 
individual, light, moderate, and strenuous activity.  The units include, but are not limited to, football, 
soccer, handball, basketball, volleyball, physical conditioning and floor hockey. 
 
 
PROBLEM SOLVING 7/8 (Semester) 
This course introduces students to problem solving techniques and helps them apply the tools of 
critical reading and writing, analytical thinking, and mathematics to help solve problems in practical 
applications.   Student evaluation will be based on participation and completion of class assignments. 
Students will be given participation points each day, which will be used as the evaluation tool. Students 
will have in-class assignments and projects for this course.  The school grading scale will be used to 
determine student grades. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 7/8_(Semester) 
Technology is a cornerstone of our daily lives, we have access to information and resources people 
only dreamed of not too long ago, but most don't know what to do with this. In this course students 
will learn about the ever expanding world of computers while jumping in and practicing becoming a 
21st century learner and creator.  Students will learn about internet safety and the basics, such as 
Microsoft Word, Excell, and PowerPoint as well as their Google counterparts. This will give them a 
mastery of their basics before applying them into more amazing experiences like learning the language 
of code, HTML, and even 3D printing! If you're interested in the wide world of computers, the internet, 
and its connecting technology, then sign up for technology class today! 
 
 
 
 
 



 
8th GRADE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 8 (Required) 
The Williamston Middle School English Language Arts program is based on the Common Core State 
Standards (CCSS), which emphasize the types of literacy needed for college and/or career readiness. 
With these standards, the middle school grades are no longer separated by genre studies.  The learning 
strands across grades 6-8 are much the same, but the depth to which students are expected to apply 
various skills grows each year.  During the course, students will read a variety of narrative and 
expository texts and apply comprehension and fluency strategies.  Through a variety of writing 
experiences, students will expand their knowledge of writing for different purposes, with appropriate 
elaboration and logical organization. In addition, students will strengthen their use of language, 
vocabulary, and conventions.    Students will also have ongoing opportunities to demonstrate their 
listening and speaking skills.  The incorporation of technology into all strands will also be emphasized. 
For a more specific detailing of the grade level standards, visit 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/.  
 
LITERACY LAB: FLUENCY, COMPREHENSION, and WRITING (Tier 2) meets daily for one class period. It 
is provided in addition to the student’s core ELA class, although it serves to support the core class. It 
takes the place of an elective class. All literacy labs are taught by highly qualified ELA teachers on the 
middle school staff. This class is designed to support students with fluency building, comprehension, 
and writing skills through explicit instruction in effective reading and writing strategies. Students are 
progress monitored on one or more of their goals.  

MATH 8 (Required) 
This course is aligned to the Common Core State Standards for 8th Grade and is designed to prepare 
students for the High School Geometry Course. The students will continue developing their skills in the 
following areas: The Number System, Expressions and Equations, Functions, Geometry and Statistics 
and Probability. Students are to expect one lesson every 1-2 days accompanied by daily practice work. 
Scientific calculators (TI-30 XIIS or higher) are required. 
 
MATH LAB 8: (Tier 2) meets daily for one class period. It is provided in addition to the student’s core 
math class. It takes the place of an elective class. All math labs are taught by highly qualified math 
teachers on the middle school staff. Students are provided with extended time and support with core 
math instruction. The structure of the lab includes pre-teaching, explicit instruction, guided practice 
with corrective feedback, frequent review, math fluency practice daily, and ongoing progress 
monitoring. 

GEOMETRY 8 
This course is aligned to the Common Core State Standards for Geometry.  This upper level course is 
open only to students who meet the required prerequisite skills and are accepted into the program 
(see WMS Double Up Procedures).  This course includes work in coordinate geometry, transformation, 
similarity and congruence, measurement and concepts leading to trigonometric ratios.  Students will 
be introduced to logic and formal proofs. Students are to expect one lesson every 1-2 days 
accompanied by daily practice work.  Participation in Math Counts, WMS Math Challenge Problem of 
the Month, and WMS Math Challenge are highly encouraged. A scientific calculator (TI-30 XIIS or 
higher), compass, ruler and protractor are required.  
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/


SCIENCE 8 (Required) 
8th Grade Science utilizes a middle school science curriculum called IQWST (pronounced eye-quest), 
which stands for Investigating and Questioning our World through Science and Technology that is 
strongly aligned to the Michigan Science Standards (MSS). The curriculum is based on the very latest 
research on how people learn, and how students learn science in particular. We know our students are 
going to be engaged in science and will learn a great deal, but the curriculum may not look like what 
you (or your child) expects. Instead of reading about science and doing experiments from time to time, 
students will be engaging in many more hand-on activities in class, in which they are handling science 
materials and are experiencing phenomena first-hand. In every lesson, they will be reading about, 
writing about, talking about, and doing science. Discussion is central to this type of learning. Students 
will work individually, in pairs, in teams, and as a whole class to “make sense” of how things happen in 
the world around them or why things happen the way they do.  
 
Units of study include:  How Will It Move?, How Is The Earth Changing?, How Does Food Provide 
Energy To Do Things?, Why Do Organisms Look The Way They Do? 
 
 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 8:  U.S. HISTORY (Required) 
This course will allow students to continue their study of United States history, from the Revolution 
through Reconstruction.  Students use a variety of resources to learn including three textbooks; We 
The People: The Citizen and The Constitution, The American Nation: Beginnings Through 1877 and A 
History of US: Reconstructing America 1865-1890. In addition the use of  films, authentic documents, 
web-based data, and maps will be utilized.  The curriculum is aligned with the state of Michigan’s, 
Grade Level Content Expectations (GLCE). 
 
BAND 8 (Full Year) 
Students focus on the fundamentals of playing an instrument and combine these talents and build 
teamwork as an ensemble.  The emphasis gradually shifts to more advanced music and expectations. 
As a group, the students perform five concerts, including a district festival performance and one 
parade (Memorial Day).  Individuals have the opportunity to participate in solo and ensemble festival 
and honors band, during the year. 
 
CHOIR 7/8 (Full Year) 
In this course, students will learn the fundamentals of singing technique,  with an emphasis on basic 
musical literacy and ear-training skills. The students present four regular concerts per year, and 
participate in choral festival.  They also perform in the MS musical.  This choir performs a wide 
spectrum of music including: classical repertoire, folk songs, spirituals, and popular music.  Students 
learn teamwork and cooperation by working together for common goals through music.  
 
SPANISH 8 (Full Year) 
Students will be able to speak, write, and interpret written and spoken language at the novice 
proficiency level in Spanish. Students will learn many vocabulary words, how to use verbs in the 
present and past tense, and develop a cultural awareness of Spanish-speaking countries that they can 
compare with their own. This year-long course is taught at a high school level. Students will receive one 
high school credit upon completion of the course contingent upon maintaining a “C” average 
throughout the school year. This course is open to 8th grade students ONLY. 



 
ART 7/8  (Semester) 
In this class, students will further explore the world of art, its connection to their everyday lives, and 
what it has to offer.  Students will learn about various forms of art, artists and their historical 
significance, and much more in this project- based class. Projects will cover a wide range of topics and 
mediums, like painting, drawing, printmaking, clay, papier mache, and more. Along with that, students 
will build up their skill and knowledge base in working with these mediums and describing their ideas. 
So get ready to get a little messy and make some amazing projects! 
 
DESIGN & MODELING 7/8 (Semester)  
This course is focused around the design process that engineers use in daily activities.  Students will 
research how technology and engineering has changed over time. Students will learn basic engineering 
sketching techniques that they will apply to basic hand drawn designs.  Students will then, for a 
majority of the course, apply the sketching techniques and design process to complete 3-Dimensional 
models of different designs.  
 
 
 
DRAMA 7/8: (Semester) 
In this class students will be introduced to the basics of acting, script reading and writing, and many 
other beginning aspects of DRAMA!  Along with learning about the “how to’s” students will also learn 
about famous dramatic writers and actors from history, learning about how they helped shape the 
modern dramatic arts as they are today.  Students will end up gaining experience in presenting, 
describing and continuing themes and ideas surrounding drama, and even work their way to writing, 
acting, filming, and editing their own short film. 
 
MEDICAL DETECTIVES 7/8 (Semester) 
Medical Detectives (MD) explores the biomedical sciences through hands-on projects and labs that 
require students to solve a variety of medical mysteries. Students investigate medical careers, vital 
signs, diagnosis and treatment of diseases, as well as human body systems, such as the nervous 
system. Genetic testing for hereditary diseases and DNA crime scene analysis put the students in the 
place of real- life medical detectives. Other facets of forensic science may also be used to enrich 
student learning. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/TEAM SPORTS 7/8 (Semester) 
Students will learn the rules, scoring, and skills needed for participating and understanding team 
sports.  The class will also include general physical conditioning and body awareness through 
individual, light, moderate, and strenuous activity.  The units include, but are not limited to, football, 
soccer, handball, basketball, volleyball, physical conditioning and floor hockey. 
 
 
PROBLEM SOLVING 7/8 (Semester) 
This course introduces students to problem solving techniques and helps them apply the tools of 
critical reading and writing, analytical thinking, and mathematics to help solve problems in practical 
applications.   Student evaluation will be based on participation and completion of class assignments. 
Students will be given participation points each day, which will be used as the evaluation tool. Students 



will have in-class assignments and projects for this course.  The school grading scale will be used to 
determine student grades. 
 
TECHNOLOGY 7/8_(Semester) 
Technology is a cornerstone of our daily lives, we have access to information and resources people 
only dreamed of not too long ago, but most don't know what to do with this. In this course students 
will learn about the ever expanding world of computers while jumping in and practicing becoming a 
21st century learner and creator.  Students will learn about internet safety and the basics, such as 
Microsoft Word, Excell, and PowerPoint as well as their google counterparts. This will give them a 
mastery of their basics before applying them into more amazing experiences like learning the language 
of code, HTML, and even 3D printing! If you're interested in the wide world of computers, the internet, 
and its connecting technology then sign up for technology class today! 
 
 

 
 
 
Additional opportunities available to students: 
 
 
ACADEMIC YEAR PROGRAMS OFFERED THROUGH MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY 
Gifted students in grades 7 - 9 may apply for academic year programs through MSU including: 

● ISHALL - English Language Arts 
● CHAMPS - Mathematics 
● LEAF - French 
● ALL - Latin 

These programs offer students the opportunity to take 4 years of high school credit courses in two 
years.  Students must apply and meet specific criteria in order to participate in these accelerated 
programs.  Visit https://gifted.msu.edu/programs/academic-year-programs for more information. 
 
MICHIGAN VIRTUAL UNIVERSITY COURSES 
These programs are offered to students who want to take classes that we do not offer in our 
curriculum. Generally students take language courses other than Spanish. Students must apply and 
meet specific criteria to participate in these online courses.  Visit Michigan Virtual  for more 
information. 
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION ELA ENRICHMENT (6-8 grades) is an intensive literacy intervention offered to 
students who have reading and/or writing goals in an individualized education plan (IEP) and benefit 
from a significant level of support in order to complete work and meet grade level targets. This class is 
offered as a core ELA class, not an elective. It uses the core ELA curriculum as its foundation; however, 
accommodations such as extended time, adult support, reduced assignments, slower pacing, and 
re-teaching are provided in this class to meet student learning needs. Through a variety of supported 
reading and writing experiences, students will expand their knowledge of language, vocabulary, and 
conventions. Goals in reading fluency, comprehension, and writing are progress monitored.  

https://gifted.msu.edu/programs/academic-year-programs
https://michiganvirtual.org/


SPECIAL EDUCATION ELA SUPPORT (6-8 grades) This class meets daily for one class period. It is 
provided in addition to the student’s core ELA class, although it serves to support the core class. It 
takes the place of an elective class. This class is taught by a special education teacher.  In addition to 
supporting students’ literacy needs in their core ELA class, this class is designed to build fluency, 
comprehension, and writing skills. Evidence based intervention programs are utilized within the class 
to support students in these skills.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION ACADEMIC RESOURCE (6-8 grades) This class provides support for students with 
individualized educational plans (IEP) who may need more time and assistance to address their core 
classes. Some of the areas supported are work completion, studying for or retaking tests, organizing 
materials, and using PowerSchool to monitor their progress. Individualized instruction is provided to 
help students reach the goals identified in their IEPs.  

SPECIAL EDUCATION MATH SUPPORT (6-8 grades) meets daily for one class period. It is provided in 
addition to the student’s core math class. It takes the place of an elective class. This class is taught by a 
special education teacher.  Students are provided with extended time and support with core math 
instruction. The structure of the lab includes pre-teaching, explicit instruction, guided practice with 
corrective feedback, frequent review, math fluency practice daily, and ongoing progress monitoring.  In 
addition, the students will work on math related IEP goals. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION MATH ENRICHMENT (6-8 grades) meets daily for one class period, and is offered 
to students who have a math goal in an individualized education plan (IEP) and benefit from a 
significant level of support in order to complete work and meet grade level targets. This class is offered 
as a core math class, not an elective. It uses the core math curriculum as its foundation; however, 
accommodations such as extended time, adult support, reduced or modified assignments, slower 
pacing, and re-teaching are provided in this class to meet student learning needs. It is taught by a 
special education teacher, and students will work on math related to IEP goals. 

SPECIAL EDUCATION Basic Classroom (6-8 grades) meets daily and is offered to students who have an 
individualized education plan (IEP) and benefit from a significant level of support in order to meet 
grade level targets in a variety of content areas.  This class is offered as a core math, language arts, 
and/or social studies class, not an elective.  The class aligns with common core content standards; 
however, accommodations such as extended time, adult support, reduced or modified assignments, 
slower pacing, and re-teaching are provided in this class to meet student learning needs. It is taught by 
a special education teacher, and students will work on skills related to IEP goals. 
 
 
 


